
Exodus 5v1, 12v14-17; Leviticus 23; 2 Samuel 6v14; Matthew 11v19; Luke 7v34; John 2v1-11

Celebration: Intentionally identifying, pursuing, and celebrating those things that bring the heart deep gladness; Creating time 
and space to seek and acknowledging the joy, passion, and pleasure of life as provided by God

God has always been the God of a party!

Did you know that the calendar of the Jewish people was punctuated by SEVEN mandatory parties?  God MADE His people 
party!  Exodus 12 and Leviticus 23 details these celebrations... but here is a quick list:

Party/Feast 
Name

Scripture When Length Description

Passover Lev 23v5
Ex 12v1-4

March/April
Preparing the Last 
Supper

1 day Celebration of God sparing firstborn son of Israel

Unleavened 
Bread

Ex 12v15-20
Lev 23v6-8

March/April
Last Supper/
Crucifixion

7 days Eating bread with no yeast celebrated Godʼs 
provision of Mana as the people traveled out of 
Egypt

First Fruits Ex 23v19
Lev 23v9-14

The day after the first 
sabbath after Passover
Easter

1 day Celebrating the first harvest in a new land that God 
provided the nation of Israel.

Weeks Ex 23v16
Lev 23v15-21

50 Days after Firstfruits
Pentecost

1 day Celebration of joy remembering God providing the 
new Law at Mount Sinai.

Trumpets Lev 23v23-25 Sept/Oct 1 day A national day of resting, partying, and music... just 
to celebrate!

Atonement (Yom 
Kipur)

Lev 23v26-32 Sept/Oct 1 day A national day of atonement, rest, and ordination of 
new priests.  A day of fasting.

Tabernacles/
Shelters/Booths

Ex 23v16
Lev 23v33-38

Sept/Oct 8 days A week long party to celebrate Godʼs bounty in the 
harvest; Lived in “party huts” or booths called 
“cukkah” (suk-ka)

Often though, we find ourselves simply forgetting to celebrate.  We wonder why we are stressed, over worked, and depressed.  
Taking time to intentionally celebrate what God is already doing in an around us is a central practice to the life of Jesus!  Taking 
the time, energy, and intention to celebrate doesn’t have to be elaborate.  Here are a few ideas:

Take the time to celebrate special days... birthdays, anniversaries, etc.
Celebrate accomplishments and the team that made it happen
Invite friends and family over to eat, laugh, talk, and have fun with all God has given you
Dwelling on Abundance, not Scarcity
Take ourselves, our lives, our failures, and our successes less seriously

Resources:
Celebration of Discipline Richard Foster

Spiritual Practices
Practice Sheet Celebration


