
Read Psalm 119; Colossians 3v16; 2 Timothy 3v16-17; Hebrews 4v12-13;

Study: Interacting with Scripture with all of me (heart-soul/mind/body/spirit) - every part of my life - to transform my world view, 
actions, thoughts, feelings, and beliefs; Listening and being open to the voice of God through the Scripture in order to 
grow my relationship with Him and better follow Jesus

The Scripture was not written to increase our knowledge, but to change/transform how we live!

The Bible is God’s miracle book... it is miraculous in its simplicity, complexity, durability, authorship, authenticity, power, and 
mystery.  However, in this culture, we seem to have taken this mysterious, wonderful message from God and reduced it to 
“God’s text book”!  Scripture is not intended to be studied just to know more of it!  It is intended to make us question the 
status quo, challenge authority, instruct our ways, rebuke, suggest, and transform everything about us all the time!

In other words... change the way we are living right now!

Studying scripture is not the goal in and of itself... it is the means to an end.  And that end is living more and more like Jesus.  
But one of the vital methods that God uses to instruct us is His Word - the Scriptures.  Spending time regularly in study allows 
us to interrogate the Scripture, and the Scripture to interrogate us!

We do not need a degree to study scripture ourselves.  All we need is curiosity, time, and the realization that study is a 
journey, not a destination!  We do not “arrive” by studying... we simply take another step.  We continue as students.  As 
journeyers.  

There are no “magic formulas”.  No “miracle techniques”.  Just time, questions, and the journey!

How can I Study?

Read a passage... Ask “What about this impacted me?  Why?”  Journal your thoughts... how you can implement the idea?
Buy and use a devotional book for daily time in Scripture... or read through the Bible in a year.
Use online and printed tools to dig into the interpretation - socially, grammatically, etc.  What did this mean in its original 

time?  To its original readers?
Read the Scripture in multiple translations.  Listen to it in audio format.
Ask questions as you study... like the journalistic questions (Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How); What happened?  

When?  To Whom?  Where were they?  How and Why did it happen?  Be curious.  Take your time.  Don’t be afraid to ask!

Resources:
Online Bibles - Bible Gateway : www.biblegateway.com
Simple Word Studies - The Blue Letter Bible : www.blueletterbible.org
English Standard Version : www.gnpcb.org/esv/ 
IVP Background Biblical Commentary Craig Keener
Jewish New Testament Commentary  David Stern

Spiritual Practices
Practice Sheet Study

"Our desire to know more, read more, master 
more of the Bible is just another expression of the 
conquest/consumeristic nature of our culture.  
Knowing God, not knowing more, is the goal!" 
    - Richard Rohr
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